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questions, it is, I think, a question of time, season,
and opportunity. To show the importance of this,
it will be necessary to sketch shortly the views of
which the subject admits.

One view, when fully worked out, is, that we
ought to rule India entirely through native agency
and on native principles. In order to do this it
would be, or rather it would have been, necessary,
to find or to establish in every part of India native
rulers, spiritual and temporal, who would have
been supported in governing the country by all
the force of European energy and organization.
They would have collected the revenue, admini-
stered justice, and generally have governed the
country by their own methods. They would thus
have acted as mediators between the small number
of Europeans and the immense mass of natives.
The ultimate result would have been the establish-
ment of a vast native monarchy, or congeries of
monarchies, under European direction and control.

It requires but little knowledge of Indian history
to know how seductive this policy has appeared to
many eminent men, or how often and on how wide
a scale it has been acted upon* Whenever a history
of the Indian Empire worthy of the subject is
written, a large part of it will be occupied with a
specification of the numerous attempts which have
been made to give practical effect to the theory
that India ought to be governed by, or at least
through, the natives of India according to Indian
ideas* I think that all such attempts have failed,